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President’s Report 2017

Season 2017 saw the club further expand adding three 
more teams and growing to 19 teams in total. To note 
was the progression in girls footy and the inclusion of 
an U14 team and two U12 teams. This caught many 
of us by surprise and created a flurry of activity in the 
weeks leading up to the start of the season. In addition 
to the growth in girls footy, we had a great result 
fielding two U8 teams. The building of the club from 
these U8 groups is important in the sustainability of 
multiple teams as our kids go into the older age groups 
and into their teens. 

One of the key objectives of the club is inclusiveness. 
Ideally, this comes about through providing kids an 
option to play football at a level in line with their 
ability and aspirations. Having two teams in our U13s 
and beyond when we grade our teams means our kids 
can play, in say, a Division 1 team or a Division 3 or 4 
team. Many kids give up football as it becomes more 
willing, and if we have only one team kids can become 
marginalised. If we have two teams they have an 
opportunity to play in a less intense environment and 
stay involved in football.

The club will look to continue to build from the bottom 
up to preserve numbers in the latter age groups. A 
great deal of work is being undertaken in an effort to 
field two teams at the U8 mixed groups, as well as a 
drive for fielding as many girls teams in the younger 
years as we can. The girls footy is an exciting part of 
growth for our club and an important factor in bringing 
all parts of our community together. With the club now 
having carriage of the local Elsternwick Auskick, we 
have better penetration into the younger kids in our 
community, which will help to build those numbers at 
the younger years.

2017 was a great year for working towards bringing 
our parents and kids closer together. We held a 
number of functions through the season that were well 
patronised and served in helping all of us get to know 
each other a little better. These things are important 
in a community-based club like St Kilda City. Our key 

endeavour is to bring our community together through 
giving our kids the best opportunity to play team sport 
for as long as they can. The part we all play in keeping 
our kids involved is very important and something the 
club and committee feel very strongly about.

The re-grading of teams continues to create a few 
challenges. Unfortunately, the safest outcome for the 
league is to re-grade teams after four rounds once 
all teams have had a decent run, and if any team 
enters the division, all teams go back to scratch and 
essentially take part in what is in most cases an 11 
week competition instead of 15. A bitter pill for some 
teams who might be 4-0 after four rounds, however we 
respect the league’s stance on this. 

Finally, a big thank you to all of our contributors at 
the club – we are all volunteers and rely heavily on 
the support we provide each other to make our club 
a great place to enjoy kids sport. Of special note the 
club recognises the contributions made by former 
President and Secretary Don Robertson and his good 
mate Simon Barnaby, a man who has filled many 
positions at the club. Both of their youngest boys 
finished up at the club this year with a flag in the U17 
underdog premiership team. The club has benefitted 
greatly from their incredible contribution. 

Our committee members have made a massive 
sacrifice in 2017 through doing an enormous share of 
the work required to run the club and we thank them 
wholeheartedly for their invaluable contribution.

We look forward to 2018 with Jamie Howden taking on 
the presidency supported by his vice presidents Matt 
Dever and Damien Ross and the broader committee. 
The club is in good hands and will be better for the 
leadership and guidance this group can provide in 
helping our club to strengthen and make it the best 
place possible for all to be involved.

Jamie Howden 
President
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Treasurer’s Report 2017

The club recorded a small surplus of $388 for the 
financial year end 30th September 2017, this is a 
turnaround from the loss of $15,914 in 2016. 

Cash at bank has increased by $7,957 to $80,443. The 
main driver for this increase was the collection of 
outstanding monies owed from 2016.

The club’s net asset position is $89,576 as at 30th 
September 2017.

2017 saw a significant increase in income – up $49k 
to $155K.

The three main areas that contributed to this large 
increase were:

1. Membership receipts increased by $30k on the back 
of an increase in subs to $240 and a record number 
of kids registered

2. Merchandise sales were up $11k as we had a large 
number of new kids requiring socks and shorts

3. Sponsorship increased by $8.5k thanks to a very 
generous new sponsorship from Colin Bourke at 
Pacific Trends. (Note: Bendigo Bank reduced its 
sponsorship by $1,500 as they have changed its 
sponsorship model)

The fundraising event was on a smaller scale this year 
but still raised $3,000 for the club.

The other income is a recharge from Brighton Beach 
relating to their registered players that play in our 
various teams.

The canteen made a profit of $4k on a combination of 
increased turnover and improved cost management.

Expenses for the year also rose significantly – up by 
$33k to $155k.

Main contributors to this were:

1. Coaching fees were up $16k as we had to employ 
four paid coaches to run various teams

2. Games day medic to cover the Wattie cost $7k

3. New jumpers cost an additional $4k as we fielded 
two extra girls teams

4. Purchases of stock was up $10k which is reflected 
in the additional revenue we received from sales of 
merchandise

5. We wrote off $5k in footy stock and stock of leftover 
wine from previous functions. Whilst we still have 
a significant stock of footy jumpers and supplies, 
they are not for resale, this also applies to wine we 
purchased for social functions

6. On the plus side we didn’t have any of the costs 
that were incurred in 2016 re the Beachside Saints 
(a $10k saving).

Other footy costs (e.g. supplies, insurance, league and 
umpire fees) all rose in line with the increased number 
of teams we have running around this year (two extra 
teams bringing us to 19).

A new branded marquee was purchased at a cost of 
$3k. This was used extensively to promote the club at 
various markets, Auskick, etc.

Additionally, we spent $3.5k on branded gear bags that 
were given to new players in 2017 and those that had 
missed out in previous years.

The Target schools program is run in conjunction with 
the AFL and allows us to exclusively promote our club 
in front of kids from Elwood and St Kilda primary 
schools. This is part of our development strategy to 
attract more recruits at the younger age groups.

Kieran O’Mahony 
Treasurer
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St Kilda City U8 Red (Boys)

The 2017 season gave the U8 Reds an opportunity to taste every ingredient that makes up the rich and colourful 
paella that is a season of AFL football. We had some spirit-lifting wins and heart-breaking losses; we played in 
bone-chilling cold and glorious sunshine; and we saw plenty of blood, sweat and tears from the boys every week. 

After a very limited preseason the team endured a tough opening few weeks, but after being re-graded the highs 
and lows came in fairly equal measure for the remainder of the season. Of course, this year was all about learning 
and development for the group and it was fantastic to see the improvement both at an individual and team level 
over the course of the season. All of the boys worked hard to improve their skills and knowledge of the game as 
they gained experience in different areas on the ground. 

Big thanks to all the parents and other family members for their support and enthusiastic involvement each 
week – there was always a great energy on the sidelines regardless of what the scoreboard or thermometer was 
showing! 

Special recognition must go to our Team Manager, Jen Tucker, who did an enormous amount of work behind the 
scenes and on match days to keep the whole ship afloat.

Charlie Tucker 
Coach
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St Kilda City U8 Black (Boys)

U8 Black capped off a great season in the ‘advanced group’ with a dominant clean sweep at the Lightning 
Carnival.  The wins were a culmination of our hallmark pressure, relentless run and ‘python like’ tackling. One 
opposition coach commented that his team simply couldn’t cope with the relentless gang tackling and pressure 
from our boys. This was a far cry from the chaotic early rounds trying to juggle 26 boys across 18 positions, four 
quarters, three zones and frenzy of coloured arm bands!

Assistant coach Simon Good and I held a council of war at the Grosvenor Hotel and decided to divide the 
coaching roles. Importantly, we changed to three pods of eight players during games.  Simon took on the 
challenge and implemented a brilliant mixture of creative training drills (football tennis the favourite) and pre-
game warm ups that kept training interesting and focused the boys’ enthusiasm before games. This lead to a 
tremendous improvement in skills throughout the season (with a helping hand from Darren Crocker who chimed 
in with a master class). Simon also addressed the group during the breaks with his trademark motivational style. 
I undertook team selection, match rotations and individual player development. Match committee meetings 
were held late into Wednesday evenings with Mike Scott where we worked on team balance and fortnightly 
shuffling of players so that the boys played with a variety of teammates. We felt the boys responded well to a 
coaching strategy of speaking to the them individually at training and game-day with a simple focus on two goals 
to achieve in games. 

The team was a mix from Elwood Primary, St Kilda Primary and Caulfield College so the most pleasing things 
to see were the friendships developed between players from different schools. This spread into the parent 
group, who gelled together and were a great support throughout the season. Team manager Simon Lewis was 
outstanding and kept the engine room running throughout a long season. A final thank you to the club for all its 
support throughout the season. 

We were incredibly proud of the boys this season. They are already talking about going back-to-back and can’t 
wait for season 2018 to kick-off. Go City!

Jack McLean-Dolphin 
Coach
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St Kilda City U9 (Boys)

It started with preseason training in the bright sunshine and, in the blink of an eye, the season came to a close 
with the Lightning Carnival played in arctic conditions. But what a season it was!

We started with a great win in the preseason game with all the boys sizing up the opposition and their new 
teammates!

From there we had a few losses against more experienced teams and the coaches decided to make some 
changes. After that we won three of the next four and the boys started to show some flair and teamwork. You 
could see the confidence within the team coming to the fore, and more noise emanating from the sidelines at 
each game. One or two narrow losses set us back a bit however, we finished with two great wins and a narrow 
loss to the highest rated team at the U9s Carnival. What a great achievement it was from a team that included 
quite a few first year players. Let’s hope they all come back next year and build on the solid foundation that was 
the 2017 season.

Special thanks to all the helpers, particularly our umpire James, Tom, Ando and Pete for assisting with the 
coaching, our Manager Sam and that maestro of the calico, Damo. 

Matt Coulson 
Coach
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St Kilda City U10 Black (Boys)

The U10 Blacks began the season full of confidence after a successful end to 2016 and positive start to preseason. 

Our first three games were played in a grade well above where we could be expected to be competitive and after 
being appropriately regraded, we then started the season afresh. 

With our mantra of being ‘first in for the ball’ ringing in everyone’s ears, we began winning the ball and then set 
out delivering it to our teammates. We went on to win four games straight and enjoyed our best game of the year 
at the Peanut Farm against Sandringham after kicking three last quarter goals to nil. You ripper Saints and didn’t 
the song sound good at our spiritual home!

What was so great in 2017 was the commitment of all boys to being first in for the ball which we clearly embraced 
over the last eight weeks. These skills we will continue to work on, but the commitment to being first to the ball 
was great.

Our winners of the best and fairest and runner-up were consistently first in for the ball and led the way for the rest 
of their mates. Their ability to win the ball and then use it well by hitting the jumper of a team mate, was what set 
them apart. Well done to Ollie Davis and Kip Merton. And also special mention to Hector, Louis, Jack, Jude and 
Lachie. 

Mark Merton 
Coach
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St Kilda City U10 Red (Boys)

The U10 Reds welcomed back Adrian Anderson as co-coach with Peter Wallis in 2017. We also welcomed a 
number of new players, namely Jackson Sze, Jo Ohlsson, Ollie McGibbony and Flynn Wright. Each of these 
players made a substantial contribution to the team over the course of the season and were welcomed additions 
to our squad.

Once again, the core coaching team, comprising Peter and Adrian ably assisted by Adam Maxey (umpire) 
and Damian Ross (team manager), worked well together and their hard work saw another season of strong 
improvement by the boys. The team was once again well supported by parent volunteers too numerous to 
mention (although special thanks goes to Damien Murrihy who umpired a number of games, and Heath Martin 
who supported Damian Ross with team manager duties throughout the season). The boys also enjoyed and 
benefited from the input of Coaching Director, Darren Crocker at some of our training sessions.

Most weeks, the U10 Reds outscored the opposition and often they completely dominated. This was despite 
struggling for numbers some weeks due to only having a squad of 22 players, and often being physically smaller 
than the opposition. As the season progressed, the ability of the boys to put together classy passages of play with 
quick and accurate ball movement improved. They played on and shared the ball around at every opportunity 
and, particularly in the second half of the season, started to regularly use their non-preferred side to kick and 
handball where necessary. This was a very pleasing and an important step forward in their development.

The U10 Reds competed in a very tough group in the Lightning Carnival and battled bravely to record one 
hard fought win and two tight losses from their three games. As usual, the effort of all of the boys could not be 
questioned and it was impossible for a parent not to have walked away that day filled with pride at the courage, 
ability, competitiveness and sportsmanship of the group.

They are a tremendous group of boys who are a delight to coach and we are looking forward to another 
successful season next year.

Peter Wallis & Adrian Anderson 
Coaches
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St Kilda City U11 White (Boys)

The U11 Whites had a very positive and mostly successful season in 2017. We had our core crew of players who 
continued on from last year and were also able to attract an additional handful of new players who were yet to 
play a competitive game of footy.

The season started slowly and we focused initially on improving individual player skills. As the season 
progressed, the focus changed to team play and linking. During the second half of the season we received 
comments from spectators that our style of play was very entertaining to watch and we were playing games that 
looked like real footy.

The division our team played in was very evenly balanced. This was proven at the end of the season where there 
were several upsets and about five teams fighting for the last two positions in the finals. The parent group was 
very proud of the team making the semifinals and although we were not able to progress to the grand final, I am 
sure there was much learned in the experience of playing in this game.

I am exceptionally proud of the team and their efforts and their improvements they have shown me throughout 
the season. I would like to personally thank the parents who assisted throughout the year, especially those who 
put up their hands for our Thursday night training sessions.

If you asked me to summarise the season with one word, it would be ‘positive’.

Kurt Hiscock 
Coach

Best & Fairest: Eddie Gibb

2nd Best & Fairest: Harper Lane

3rd Best & Fairest Lochie Silva

Most Improved: Kerim Celik

Most Courageous: Luca Mastrantuono

Best Team Player: Luke Brooker
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St Kilda City U11 Black (Boys)

Best & Fairest: Jake Cotchin

Equal 2nd Best & Fairest: Kayne Watt & James Quinlan

3rd Best & Fairest James Marriette

Most Determined: Max Lorden

Most Consistent: Sam Allen

Coach’s Award: Jake O’Halloran

The U11 Division One season was fantastic on nearly 
every level. The boys relished the introduction of the 
published results, ladder and finals system.

We once again had immense support from all of the 
parents who were terrific with assistance at training 
and on game days. Jamie Gorton often commented 
that his job was made so much easier thanks to the 
enthusiasm and willingness of the parents to assist 
where possible. Matt O clocked up the ‘ks’ by the end 
of the season from his running, Dave improved his 
own hydration as the water carrier, Darryl and Scotty 
sharpened their eyesight with some line ball goal 
umpiring decisions, whilst June rediscovered her 
A-Levels in maths being in charge of the scoreboard.

In terms of the season, what can I say and where do I 
start? Our boys kept their focus for the entire season, 
and if not for the simple roll of the ball to the ‘left’ 
instead of ‘right’, the Premiership Cup was heading 
back to Wattie Watson. For those readers not from 
our team, we played off in the grand final against Ajax 
and drew in normal time, only to heartbreakingly 
lose in extra time by a jubilant and vocal Ajax club. 
It was many emotions condensed into one – proud, 
disappointment for the boys, satisfaction, desperation, 
exasperation, experience and happiness (upon 
reflection). We were barnstorming toward the latter 
part of the season, winning our semifinal against a 
galvanised Bentleigh, only to be stopped at the death 
knock by the ever competitive ‘Jacka’s’.

As I noted from previous seasons, it’s paramount 
that the kids continue to develop their skills by foot, 
hand and marking. Without this aspect to their game, 
the boys won’t improve at the rate of others and will 
never reach their potential. Pleasingly, our training 
attendance was terrific and the boys are progressing 
well in these areas. 

A big thanks to Darren Crocker who introduced some 
terrific drills to help develop the team in certain areas 
of the game. The spatial awareness and lateral vision 
will now start to form from U12 upwards and will form 
the platform for how to construct a game plan, and 
importantly, how to bring in other players into the 
contest.

Prior to the grand final, I thought we needed to raise 
our level by 20% in order to win. The boys got to 
19.995% which was a super effort and I applaud each 
boy for giving their all.

I hope this group can stay together and continue on 
their footy journey together. We have a special group 
and I think this need to be harnessed and maximised.

I thank Glenn and Jamie, together with all of the 
parents and kids, who once again have made the 
season a most enjoyable way to spend a Sunday 
morning.

Ed Allen 
Coach
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St Kilda City U12 Black (Girls)

It was an interesting start to the season for the U12 
girls. With more than double the normal amount of 
enrolments the administrators were forced to create 
two teams. The decision was made to split the girls 
into friendship groups to ensure their continued 
enjoyment of this new game. The result was one team 
made up of mostly Year 5 girls (Red) and a mixture of 
Year 6 down to Year 4 girls (our team, the Blacks).

The Blues had a fantastic series of grading games, 
winning most games easily and giving us a boost in 
confidence and perhaps a false sense of security. We 
got a bit of a shock when we were graded to Division 
1 and proceeded to lose just about every game. Our 
one win late in the season was against Waverley 
Hawks who had defeated us convincingly in the early 
rounds. Much kudos must be given 
to the players who did not lose their 
enthusiasm or interest despite the 
regular hidings week in, week out.

By our own admission, we were a 
little unorthodox at times being led 
by a coach with little to no experience 
in all things AFL. However, we did 
have a lot of fun along the way (think 
cartwheels after goals, random team 
song renditions and the like!).

It was great to see the girls, many of 
whom had never played AFL before, 
improve their knowledge of the game 
and their skill set each week. It was 
even more remarkable to watch 
them develop a love of their team 
throughout the season.

Best & Fairest: Molly Doolan

2nd Best & Fairest: Maisy Evans

3rd Best & Fairest: Harriet Clapham-Fell

Most Improved: Olivia Sherman

Most Consistent: Sophie Smith

Most Courageous: Charlie Bennett

Coach’s Award: Cleo Kemp

The little Year 4 girls who got squashed each week 
were inspirational in their courage, as were the big girls 
who showed them the way. Overall, we had a hugely 
successful season despite not having won many 
games. We introduced 25 girls to the game of footy and 
laid the foundations for them to hopefully continue 
their involvement in this great sport for a very long 
time.

Amara Doolan & James Fraser-Smith 
Coaches
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St Kilda City U12 Red (Girls)

The inaugural season of U12 football at St Kilda City was a huge success. The writing was on the wall early at our 
very first preseason training session when we had 18 enthusiastic girls attend at the carnival site. Two weeks later 
the numbers had swelled to 44 necessitating a second U12 team.

As coach of the U12 Reds, I witnessed the growth of girls footy first hand both in terms of numbers, but more 
importantly in terms of enthusiasm and skills development. At the start of the year we focused on getting 
the girls used to the basic skills of the game. By the end of the season we had a group who could, kick, mark, 
handball and bounce an oval shaped ball. Coupled with this, they began to develop their game awareness that 
was evident in their team work over the latter part of the season.

The U12 Reds team won three games for the season - one a memorable win with a golden point after the final 
siren. Overall, the win/loss ratio wasn’t a focus for their first year. The team’s ability to learn and develop their 
skills and have great fun doing it was the standout result. 

I look forward to welcoming the girls back for season 2018!

Matt Dever 
Coach
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St Kilda City U12 White (Boys)

Season 2017 officially began with our jumper presentation on the Friday night before Round 1 and where our 
leadership group was announced. This was a first for our team and our leaders – Mason Szonyi (C), Benji Boyce-
Elliott (VC), Cooper Dowe (DVC), Finn Keyes-Tilley (DVC) and Aidan Leung (DVC) who were warmly embraced and 
congratulated by their teammates.  

We headed to Glen Iris to kick off the season against the East Malvern Knights and came away with a big win. 
We were on a high thinking this Division 3 caper was pretty cruisy until we met Mordie-Brae the following week 
and copped our biggest ever thrashing. This prompted us to look at our set up and structures and we focused 
on turning the negative into a positive. We played a better brand of football in Round 3 against Prahran, but 
inaccurate kicking for goals cost us and we went down in a hard-fought battle. At the end of the grading games, 
we were one win, two losses and a bye. We were keen for a challenge and chose to remain in Division 3 and 
compete to the best of our ability. 

Round 5 marked the start of the season proper within a revamped division. We hosted Beaumaris at home, 
the Sharks being our arch rivals and the victor in our 2016 grand final match. The game proved to be a thriller 
with both teams very evenly matched. We thought that a four goal lead at ¾ time was probably enough, but 
Beaumaris were coming home with the assistance of a strong breeze in the last quarter. They threw everything at 
us, but by the final siren we managed to hang on by three points. It was a huge win in the context of our season, 
and I don’t think the club song was sung as loudly and with as much passion as it was in the rooms after that 
game. 
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St Kilda City U12 White (Boys) cont.

Best & Fairest: Mason Szonyi

Equal 2nd Best & Fairest: Cooper Dowe & Max Quin

3rd Best & Fairest Finn Keyes-Tilley

Most Improved: Henry Lane

Best Team Player: Beppe Daly

Coach’s Award: Hunter Soroczynski

Throughout the season we also enjoyed excellent wins against Caulfield and South Melbourne. But the highlight 
of the season came during the school holidays where players from our team joined with the U12 Reds to field a 
combined team for rounds 10 and 11, brilliantly coached by Adam Keyes-Tilley in my absence. Not only did we 
enjoy two big wins (including a 26 point win against Mordie-Brae, which was a 135 point turn-around from Round 
2), our players also helped notch two wins for the Reds. We saw great team spirit and camaraderie between the 
two playing groups, which has come from training together for the past three years and augers well for the move 
to U13s.   

We finished the home and away season fourth on the ladder, with six wins and five losses. It was an outstanding 
achievement by the players to go up to Division 3 from Division 5 in 2016 and to make the finals, playing the 
top team Ashwood in the semifinal. Ashwood went through the home and away season unbeaten, and had a 
percentage of 320%, so it was always going to be a big challenge. On a perfect morning at Le Page Reserve in 
Cheltenham, we ran out to face Ashwood, but after giving everything we had, we were no match for them. We 
went down by five goals, but bravely fought it out to the very end. 

Huge congratulations also to Mason Szonyi who won the Division 3 competition Best and Fairest Award. Mason 
had an outstanding season and was clearly the standout player in the competition. Congratulations also to 
Cooper Dowe who finished fourth in the competition B&F. 

A big thanks to all our parents and supporters for their assistance throughout the season. Your positive support 
of the team is hugely appreciated. Special thanks go to Kathy Grace and Debbie Gee, our wonderful team 
managers, and to Adam Keyes-Tilley, our assistant coach who helped and provided a great experience each week 
for our players and supporters.  

Finally, thank you to all of the players. You are what it’s all about. Each and every one of you has contributed this 
year. You should all be very proud of the team that you have created together, and the friendships and bonds that 
you have made. You are a fantastic group and I encourage you to stick together at St Kilda City.

Michael Feferkranz 
Coach
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St Kilda City U12 Red (Boys)

Coaching these boys was an easy job from the get-go. I was fortunate enough to inherit a team of young men 
who had been well-managed and moulded into junior footballers as a result of Nigel Crawley’s approach to both 
training and game day over the past four seasons. This strong foundation has enabled huge improvements year-
on-year. 

The U12 Reds had a very successful season in 2017. They finished second on the ladder with a record of seven 
wins and four losses, and making it through to the big dance but unfortunately being beaten on the day by the 
better side in the competition. 

Our philosophy in 2017 was a relatively simple one – focus on doing the basics well and most importantly doing 
them as a team. By Round 4, each of the boys had really started to find their niche in a particular position, which 
I believe really helped us execute a team style game, leveraging each player’s strengths whilst also allowing the 
boys to just go out and play footy. The only real challenge we faced each week was our ability to start each game 
right from the first bounce. It’s fair to say this was one part of our game we just could not shake. In saying that, 
I was often very pleased with the response the boys gave us after the first break of each game, followed by an 
improvement each quarter thereafter to bring home a win (on most occasions). On top of the improvement we 
saw from each boy, the key standout for me this year was their willingness and confidence to play their style of 
footy, even if not perfectly executed. Each week, win lose or draw, I was extremely proud of the way the boys 
really had a crack and attacking each contest with a real intensity and commitment. 

Whilst we didn’t end up holding the cup aloft, I feel we had a great season which saw some dramatic 
improvements across the board. Some boys had a stand out season, some boys really stepped up their game, 
but most of all, a team that played great team footy, made some lifelong friends and enjoyed their sport.

Lastly, on behalf of the entire team, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the parents of the U12 Reds for 
providing a great environment for the boys to learn and develop their football skills. Thanks to Jules Rovis and 
Joe Pepi for all the behind the scenes work as Team Managers, and to Nigel Crawley for co-coaching and running 
all Friday sessions. Thanks also to Chris Kilgour for helping with training, game day coaching and running, and 
to Mick and Lisa Childs who were our medical team on game day. And finally, to all the other parents for time 
keeping, goal umpiring and boundary umpiring – without you all, Sundays wouldn’t happen and it wouldn’t be 
as much fun as it is. Thanks again for the year.

Ben Brown 
Coach
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St Kilda City U13 Black (Boys)

The U13 Blacks had another great year of football in 2017. Among many highlights, it was the successful merger 
with Brighton Beach and the grading process with our Reds team that topped the list. Above and beyond 
winning, participation is what junior football is all about. On behalf of the teams we thank Jamie Howden, Darren 
Crocker, Malcolm Garrow, Peter Grey and Tony Landrigan for so successfully helping to merge three groups of 
boys into two successful teams that trained and played as a single unit throughout the year.

On the field we achieved much. A number of our boys were chosen to represent the SMJFL in the interleague 
competition. Four of those boys took home individual awards from those matches. We made the finals again, 
bowing out to East Malvern in the 1st semifinal in what was unfortunately our worst game of the year. We also 
beat every team in the competition except East Brighton. A number of our boys were chosen to represent SMJFL 
in the interleague competition. Four of those boys took home individual awards from those matches.

My special thanks go out to my assistant coach Tony Landrigan, our Reds coach John Donohoe, and the team 
managers Romney Jones and Garrick Robinson. Without the help of these guys the season would not have been 
what it was.

Finally, congratulations to Luke Fares as Best & Fairest winner this year. What a great season he had. He was also 
our best player in the final – fitting for our best and most consistent player throughout the season.

I look forward to seeing you all again in 2018.

Will Allen 
Coach

Best & Fairest: Luke Fares

2nd Best & Fairest: Tom Howden

3rd Best & Fairest Luke Travers

Coaches Award: Matt Clark

Most Valuable: Tom Kostolias

Most Consistent: Mackenzie Allen
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St Kilda City U13 Red (Boys)

Best & Fairest: Lucas Kennedy

2nd Best & Fairest: Charlie Wright-Smith

3rd Best & Fairest Max Lewis

Most Consistent: James McDougall

Most Courageous: Jack Wrout

Best Team Player: Hugh Trewin

The U13 Reds came out of the blocks very strongly in the first part of the year after a great preseason that saw the 
coming together of three previously autonomous U12 teams - the StKCJFC Reds and Blacks, and the boys from 
Brighton Beach. Throw in the fact that it was their first experience of team grading, it was a fantastic effort to see 
the Reds come together as a team so early on in the season. 

After the great start, the Reds suffered a series of heartbreaking losses (four losses by a total of less than ten 
points) leaving new coach John Donohoe pulling out hair that he could not afford to lose. This was followed by a 
period where both the Reds and the Blacks struggled to get 18 players on the park due to injuries and holidays, 
which ultimately put paid to the Reds’ finals aspirations. A stirring win away against the then league leaders was 
a great highlight in the second half of the season and an example of how this team was always prepared to fight it 
out. 

It was fantastic to see Luke Kennedy playing all year with the Reds, take out the Best &Fairest –  a truly break-out 
season at centre half back.  Two midfield powerhouses, Charlie Wright-Smith and Max Lewis, took out 2nd and 
3rd respectively – a fantastic effort given both saw plenty of action in the Blacks as well.

Thanks to John Donohoe, Gary Dickson, Camille Sunshine, Pete Grey, the entire Reds parent group, club 
management, and of course, a cracking bunch of boys for an enjoyable, if not challenging, 2017. 

John Donohoe 
Coach
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St Kilda City U14 Division 1 (Boys)

Best & Fairest: Benedict Andrews

2nd Best & Fairest: Henry Grenville

Equal 3rd Best & Fairest Jasper Peppard & Patrick Twigg

Most Improved: Liam Peppard

Most Valuable Player: Nathan Wood

Coach’s Award: Ben Sherman

Our U14 team welcomed several new recruits to its ranks in 2017. After the departure of a couple of key players, it 
took some time for the boys to gel before we hit our strides. However, by season’s end we were able to hold our 
heads high. 

At the commencement of the season, we came up with our “team words”, which are words that the boys try to 
follow throughout their football and everyday lives. Our three team words are: Respect, Honesty and Pride. After 
numerous consecutive losses, it would have been easy for the boys to drop off and just give up, but to their credit, 
they kept trying and fighting and we eventually got our first win against East Malvern late in the season. 

Fast forward seven days and we were able to follow up with another win against Prahran in the inaugural U14 
Dreamtime Game. Two weeks later, we knocked off East Sandringham who were third on the ladder and went on 
to play in a preliminary final.

By season’s end, the boys had grown and developed as individuals and as a collective. This is a talented group. 
We’ve now laid some solid foundations for next season, which as coach I’m very excited about.

Big thanks to Assistant Coach Brett Marshall and to Team Manager Lisa Martini for their tireless work throughout 
the year

Dimi Petrakis 
Coach
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St Kilda City U14 Division 1 (Girls)

Best & Fairest: Kitty Smith

2nd Best & Fairest: Bree Whorlton

3rd Best & Fairest Mia Smith

Coach’s Award Maya Neagle

Most Courageous: Bonnie Grining

Most Consistent: Audrey Clerehan

Most Improved: Lily Ranieri

The U14s had an amazing season for many reasons. From an idea, to cancelling the team (because of a lack of 
numbers), and then ten days before the season commenced, bang! I suspect the growing popularity of the AFLW 
played a huge role in being able to muster a full team so quickly with a training night, jumper presentation and 
first game all within this short timeframe. I was astounded by the organisation to get this team up and running.

Apart from two players, who had played a few games in 2016, none of the team had played before. Some had 
never even kicked a ball! With a range of ages from 11 to 14, I had no expectations beyond having fun and playing 
footy.

As an inexperienced team, our first few games were very tentative. Within a short time though, we came from 
ninth on the ladder to find our winning ways. There were some extremely tough, physical and close games along 
the way and we finished in the top four, winning the first semi-final and being beaten in the preliminary final with 
some injuries. To win against all but one team in the first year is a reflection of the quality of these young athletes. 

There is something very special about this team. As a group they are very focused and supportive of each other, 
very respectful, and extremely keen to learn. The girls love this game, they love the physicality, they play for each 
other, and they are fantastic athletes.

We had three goal kickers in the top 10 for the division, and Bree Whorlton kicked 30 and topped the list.

This team of sisters will go on in 2018, bigger and better…. and who knows from there.

Many thanks to Bill 
and Mel Ranieri, 
Duncan Smith, Paul 
Dimmatina, Will Allen, 
and the very supportive 
parent group.

We all know this game 
teaches our kids much 
more than just footy!

Bruce Whorlton 
Coach
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St Kilda City U15 Division 3 (Boys)

Best & Fairest: Sebastian Harris-Knipe

2nd Best & Fairest: Henry Joe Nankervis

3rd Best & Fairest: Dante Visentini

Coach’s Awards: Luke McIntyre, Elijah McMeekin & Max Pellizzari

This group of boys, or lads as their all-time favourite coach Jackson Leigh calls them, had the most incredible 
year. Some early close losses and the depletion of numbers due to other commitments mid-season had them in 
a virtually impossible position to make finals. With only a glimmer of hope, the lads put together an incredible 
finish to the season with a solid but nervous win over Highett - scratching in fourth position by a whisker. Once 
the final teams were established, it became clear that the lads could actually have a shot at the premiership - 
having been only very narrowly beaten by ladder leaders Dingley twice during the season.

The first semifinal saw the lads up against Murrumbeena and to say it was a highlight of the season would be an 
understatement. Our lads were hard and thanks to some stunning performances crushed Murrumbeena and 
were marching into a preliminary final the next week against Highett who we’d knocked over easily a couple 
of weeks before. The Highett game was played in wet conditions. A low scoring affair and being down by eight 
points in the last quarter with the ball in the lads’ forward 50 for about ten minutes, they couldn’t get the score 
they needed. They gave it their all and had a great success.

Perhaps more important to this team was the way they gelled as a group. Coached by Jackson Leigh and 
supported by his brother Nick, the lads developed a strong friendship with these two young men and through the 
course of the season became a tight knit group who all looked out for each other.

Nic Allison was wonderful as the team manager, and along with Paul “Vissa” Visentini, they were instrumental in 
coordinating team activities beyond training which the lads and their parents all loved. In addition to the great 
work done by Nic and Vissa, there were many parents who chipped in to help out. Special mentions to Brian 
“BD” Nankervis who was wonderful in giving Nic a chop out as team manager when required, along with Gary 
Pellizzari as team trainer throughout the season. Too many to mention, but a very distinctly tight and happy 
team group who we dearly hope continue on in 2018 keeping the lads in this remarkable group for another year.

Jackson Leigh 
Coach
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St Kilda City U16 Division 2 (Girls)

As a first year coach, I was rapt to be offered the position of Head Coach of the U16 girls team for StKJFC. I had 
heard much about their successful season in 2016 playing in Division 2, how the team had made the grand final 
and unfortunately had missed out on the ultimate success. Hearing this made me determined to go one better in 
2017. The team had a host of new players joining the list with plenty of experience and raw talent making up the 
team. I was impressed by how enthusiastic a lot of the players seemed and how they were galvanised to go one 
better in 2017.

With a full list of 33 girls, we started the season strongly, with some close games in our grading matches. We really 
hit our straps on Mother’s Day with a stirring win over Mordialloc. Unfortunately, this would be our only victory 
for the year, but it is a wonderful memory when I think of the girls belting out the team song after the game with 
all the mothers and grandmothers in the team circle. 

In the end, we were graded in Division 1, which proved to be a division too high. We battled hard throughout the 
season, but the nature of football saw us struggle to have a full strength team at times as many girl were struck 
down by injury and other commitments. We were able to regroup mid-season after a sub-par performance and 
the playing group addressed the issues which had been having an effect on morale. I was really proud of all the 
young women as they spoke honestly and with passion about what playing football means to them and that 
is was important to focus on effort and improvement over results. This was really enlightening for me as a new 
coach and really highlighted where I should be focusing my efforts.

To finish the season proper without a victory was difficult, but there were huge lessons to be learnt around team 
work, commitment and supporting each other. I was often on the receiving end of these lessons and I’m grateful 
to the U16s for all that they taught me. I witnessed fantastic team and individual efforts and it was a pleasure to 
watch the girls grow as footballers and people. I was blown away by the pure athleticism of some of the players 
and I am hopeful that the girls continue to pursue their football careers as there are many players who have so 
much potential to develop into fabulous footballers.
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Best & Fairest: Ruby Woods

2nd Best & Fairest: Molly Denahy Maloney

3rd Best & Fairest: Jasmine Cash

Most Courageous: Liv Perkins

Most Consistent: Zoe Allen

Most Improved: Eliza Haug

Coach’s Award: Mia Borowitz

St Kilda City U16 Division 2 (Girls) cont.

If I could extend my thanks to all of the parents and volunteers who supported the U16s, your presence and 
encouragement was invaluable to the team with special mention to Gaye, Andy, Sean, Sav, Ryan, Lisa, Karen, 
Helen, Justin, Andrew, Maria, Jane, Rachael and Rob. Thank you also to Tim Maloney for filming the games, 
Maree Denahy for writing to me every week, Will Allen for his guidance and energy, Peter Haug for being the 
worlds greatest team manager, Simon Dethridge for his encouragement and football nous, Gadi Bichler and 
Daniel Borowitz for being fantastic trainers, Steph Webb for training the girls, and last but not least, Bruce 
Whorlton for being a legend and a great punching bag.

Claire Heffernan 
Coach
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St Kilda City U16 Division 2 (Boys)

We started the year full of optimism after winning the premiership in 2016 in our third consecutive grand final 
appearance - a great sense of camaraderie and perseverance for a team that just a few years ago was playing in 
Division 5.

In 2017, we retained all our players and started with a large squad which was needed as injuries, school camps 
and outside commitments saw us playing short or undermanned most weeks. We found Division 2 a big step up 
and finished the year just out of finals with an even win/loss record. Our enthusiastic coach Tony Palmer shared 
his time willingly and provided energy to our team and was a constant source of verve.

The year was soured by a couple of bad rounds with players red carded and suspended, melees and 
undisciplined behavior against our team and club ethos. This happened late in the year and was a distraction to 
all involved.

We all look forward to the season 2018, which will be the last year of junior football for most boys. It will be a 
chance for many to bring their junior football with our proud club to a conclusion by finishing with a enjoyable, 
hard fought, fair year played with respect for each other, our parents, support staff and coaches.

Paul Markwick, Team Manager 
on behalf of Tony Palmer, Coach

Best & Fairest: Curtis Sayers

2nd Best & Fairest: Patrick Starcevich

3rd Best & Fairest Jack Ranieri

Most Determined: Casper Tremlett

Most Improved: Jove Pepper

Best Clubman: Macarthy Young
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St Kilda City U17 Division 2 (Boys)

In 2017, the club fielded an U17 team which was a composite of last year’s two U16s teams with a couple of 
players transferring in from other clubs. We also had two players from Tenant Creek - Kyrell Barton and Patrick 
Plummer - who wintered in Melbourne on a scholarship from the Kajji Foundation and certainly knew one end of 
a football from the other.

We had a playing list of 29 that may seem a lot, but with injuries and other absences we never had more than 
24 available throughout the home and away season. After the grading rounds we had a two wins / two losses, 
were fifth on the ladder and seemed to be struggling with form. After Round 11, we were three wins / three losses 
having been comprehensively beaten by runaway leaders Cheltenham, but this proved to be our last loss of 
the season. We finished third on the ladder with a 7-3 record and a finals campaign that saw us defeating South 
Melbourne and St Bedes to set up a grand final against Cheltenham. 

In a very tight match, where neither team got ahead by more than two goals, we prevailed 12.7 78 to 10.8 68 
to cap off a memorable season and a junior footy career for these boys. Kyrell was named best on ground and 
produced an absolute hanger in front of the grandstand five minutes from time to repel a Cheltenham counter-
attack. This was a Leo Barry moment if ever there was one and something he had developed a fine talent for 
during the season. 

Captain Johnny Wilson and Coach Julian Twigg accepted the cup to wild applause from a large crowd of St Kilda 
City supporters from all age groups, a wonderful end to a wonderful season.

The boys were in fine voice in the clubrooms singing the song for the final time.  https://youtu.be/sEKy7SH2Skc 

We enjoyed a memorable awards night straight after the grand final with Benji Copeland taking out Best &Fairest, 
Tom Foley Runner Up and Oscar Paulke third. The Wattie pavilion resembled Washington the day of Donald 
Trump’s inauguration, everyone was happy!

Matthew McNaughton kicked 56 goals, Hugo Twigg kicked 44 to be 1 and 2 in the Divisions’ goal kickers. Cal 
Welsh was second in the SMJFL U17 D2 Best and Fairest. 
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St Kilda City U17 Division 2 (Boys) cont.

This age group is the most successful age group in the club’s history.

�� Ten finals campaigns, eight grand finals, five premierships, two of which were the clubs first Division 1 flags

�� Grand finalists every year from U11 upwards except U13, and notably two in U15

�� More 100 game players than any other age group, including the current club games record holder (Hugo Twigg 
with 148)

�� More Sandy Dragons and TAC Cup squad members than any other age group

�� The only age group to go from U8 to U16 with two teams, no other age group has fielded 2 teams beyond U13.

�� A grand final team with an average of 106 games, an amazing stat given Kyrell and Patrick only played 14 
games each!

�� 13 players in their tenth season of football

We have been supported by a highly engaged set of parents who regularly outnumbered the opposition even at 
away matches and over the years enjoyed many a social event making the junior football journey a wonderful 
community experience for the boys and the parents.

Simon Barnaby, Team Manager 
on behalf of Julian Twigg, Coach

Best & Fairest: Benji Copeland

2nd Best & Fairest: Tom Foley

3rd Best & Fairest Oscar Paulke


